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SPEAKER BIOS  

As of 10/20/2019 

Mark Abbott is Managing Director and Head of Analytics and Reporting for Guardian Life. He joined 

Guardian in 2001 and is responsible for analytics and reporting, capital market assumptions, ALM, 

investment risk management and its integration in enterprise risk management. He has over 30 

years of experience at BlackRock, Barra, Global Advanced Technology, Drexel Burnham Lambert, 

Arbitrage Software, Wrightson Hedge Management and Merrill Lynch. Mark was president of the Buy 

Side Risk Managers Forum and a board member of the Professional Risk Managers’ International 

Association (PRMIA).  Mark is on PRMIA’s Blue Ribbon Advisory Panel, Nominating Committee and 

New York Steering Committee. He also serves on several other academic and professional advisory 

boards. Mark holds an M.A. in Mathematical Statistics from Columbia University, a B.A. from 

Columbia College, PRMIA’s Professional Risk Manager (PRM) designation and GARP’s Financial 

Risk Manager (FRM) designation.  

John Bailey, CFA is head of bank loans responsible for overall management and development of 

Bank Loans strategies.  Additionally, he leads the effort to grow Bank Loan strategies including CLOs, 

loan mutual funds and separate account portfolios.  Prior to his current role, John was a private 

placement analyst at the firm for three years. Prior to joining the organization, he held various 

commercial lending positions at American National Bank and the Bank of Nova Scotia. He has 29 

years of industry experience and has been with the firm and its affiliates since 1994.  John received 

his BBA in finance from the University of Iowa and his MBA from the University of Iowa. He is a CFA® 

charterholder. 

Lauren Basmadjian joined Octagon in 2001. She is a member of Octagon’s Investment Committee 
and serves as the Portfolio Manager of 11 CLOs, 2 Separately Managed Account, and 3 Commingled 
Funds. Prior to becoming a Portfolio Manager, Ms. Basmadjian managed Octagon’s workout efforts 
and also oversaw the leisure & entertainment, retail, consumer products, business services, food & 
beverage and technology industries. Prior to joining Octagon, Ms. Basmadjian worked in the 
Acquisition Finance Group at Chase Securities, Inc. She graduated Cum Laude from the Stern School 
of Business at New York University with a B.S. in Finance and Economics.  
  
Lisa Baudot is Senior Vice President, Securities, Joined PALIG in 1985. Responsible for PALIG’s 

Investment Portfolio Management and oversees the Investment and Investment Analytics teams. 

BBA and MBA, Loyola University, New Orleans; Awarded the Wall St. Journal’s Outstanding Finance 

Graduate; Member of the Beta Gamma Sigma Honor Business Fraternity. Chartered Financial Analyst 

and former CFA grader. Fellow of the Life Management Institute (“FLMI”). Chairperson of the 1996 

AIMR (CFA Society) Annual Conference held in New Orleans. Former President of the Financial 

Analysts Society of New Orleans. Recipient of the New Orleans City Business Money Makers Award in 

2018. Member of the United Way Investment Committee. 
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Sarah Bratton Hughes is an Investment Director at Schroders, which involves supporting the and 

representing the Schroders Sustainability Team as well as the Schroders US Small Cap and Schroders 

US Small & Mid Cap investment capabilities to clients and prospective clients. She is also responsible for 

ESG integration and strategy in the Americas. She joined Schroders in 2011 and is based in New York. 

Sarah was an Associate Product Manager at Schroders from 2014 to 2017, which involves supporting the 

U.S. Equities teams and representing the Schroders US Small & Mid Cap and Schroders US Large Cap 

investment capabilities to clients and prospective clients.  She was a Product Executive at Schroders 

from 2011 to 2014, which involved ensuring product integrity and developing and promoting the suite of 

U.S. equity products.  Prior to joining Schroders, Sarah was a Senior Analyst Investment Performance at 

JP Morgan Asset Management from 2010 to 2011. Her investment career commenced in 2007 as a 

Client Service Associate at JP Morgan Chase from 2007 to 2010. 

 

Mary Pat Campbell, FSA, MAAA, is a Vice President, responsible for research and consulting for 

individual and group life insurance, life reinsurance, investments by life insurers, and regulatory 

issues at Conning. Prior to joining Conning in 2011, she managed regulatory financial reporting for 

Scor Re and previously was with The Infinite Actuary. Ms. Campbell earned a BS in physics and math 

from North Carolina State University and an MS in applied math from New York University. 

 

Dr. Poppy Crum is highly regarded in both the technology sector and academic circles. She is an 

adjunct professor in computer research at Stanford University and the chief scientist at Dolby 

laboratories, one of the world’s leading innovators and developers of audio, imaging, and voice 

technologies. An advocate for the kind of technology that learns more about us as we use it, Dr. 

Crum works to create and promote a world where human beings use technology to enhance our 

human experiences and become more, and not less, human.  She leverages a deep understanding 

of both human behavior and technology—including personalized data, ai and machine learning, 

wearable technology, and augmented reality and virtual reality—to create innovate and game-

changing consumer products. Prior to joining Dolby, Dr. Crum spent nearly six years as a post-

doctoral fellow and research faculty in biomedical engineering at Johns Hopkins. She is the recipient 

of multiple prestigious accolades including the 2017 consumer technology association’s technology 

and standards achievement award for her work towards the introduction of over-the-counter hearing-

aid devices. 

 
Paul David is Head of Americas, Infrastructure Debt, Allianz Global Investors. Paul was one of the 

original members of the Infrastructure Debt Team at AllianzGI when it was established in 2012.  To 

date the team’s investments, total approximately $16.5 billion globally and Paul has overseen many 

developments and innovations that have been integral to establishing AllianzGI as the leader in 

direct lending by institutional investors in the Infrastructure Debt sector. Paul was originally based in 

London but, after the successful establishment of the platform in Europe, in 2014, he took 

responsibility to lead the team’s development of its activities in the Americas and build out a local 

presence in the US. Now based in New York, Paul has overseen $4.5 billion of investments in roads, 

renewables and P3s in the US, and a further $1 billion in LatAm as of September 2019. Paul has 

been involved in infrastructure debt for 30 years. Before joining AllianzGI, Paul was a Managing 

Director at MBIA UK Insurance Limited, and a board director of Trifinium Advisors Limited where he 

was responsible for origination of project finance debt but also equity investments acquired for the 

MBIA investment portfolio. Prior to joining MBIA, Paul worked for Lloyds Bank and Industrial Bank of 

Japan as an arranger of infrastructure and project finance. Paul holds a BSc in Mathematics from 

Imperial College, London. 
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Phillip Edison  

 

 

 
Paul J. English is Head of US Investment Grade Research for Invesco Fixed Income. His primary 
responsibilities include the management and coordination of the investment grade research 
function, credit strategy, resource requirements and standards of practice. In addition, his coverage 
responsibilities are focused on the analysis of financial institutions. Mr. English joined Invesco in 
1998. Previously, he was a manager of financial planning with Macy's (Federated Department 
Stores). He also served as a finance manager responsible for financial forecasting and analysis at 
Midland Enterprises in Cincinnati. Mr. English earned a BS degree in business administration from 
Xavier University. He is a Chartered Financial Analyst ® (CFA) charterholder. 
 

Dr. Stanley Fischer, the former Vice Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board of Governors from 2014 

to 2017, has been a Senior Advisor to BlackRock since January 2019. He served as Governor of the 

Bank of Israel from 2005 to 2013 and was the first deputy managing director of the International 

Monetary Fund from September 1994 through August 2001. Dr. Fischer helped to shape modern 

economic theory as an academic at the University of Chicago and Massachusetts Institute of 

technology, trained many future policymakers, and put his ideas into practice in roles at the center of 

the response to the 2008 global financial crisis. 

 

Daniel Flesch is Director – Real Estate, Portfolio Services for Northwestern Mutual Investment 

Management Company, LLC, a position he has held since July 2016.  In this role, he is responsible 

for performance measurement, risk management, research and technology.  Flesch joined 

Northwestern Mutual in 2003 as an Associate, lead the Real Estate Services division, lead a New 

Markets initiative and is currently a member of the Investment Strategy group. Flesch received his 

Bachelor of Business Administration degree in Finance from the University of Wisconsin – Madison 

and an M.B.A. from the University of Chicago – Booth School of Business. 

 

Jeffrey A. Fossell, CFA joined American Equity Investment Life Holding Company in 2010. He is 

responsible for investment underwriting and portfolio surveillance oversight of  the $50.6B general 

account including public and private credit, project finance and infrastructure, and alternative asset 

strategies. Mr. Fossell is a member of the firm’s private credit, commercial real estate and 

asset/liability management committees. Prior to 2010, Mr. Fossell served as managing director and 

portfolio manager of private credit and alternative investments at Principal Global Investors, a 

$666B investment advisor. Mr. Fossell has served as senior advisor to Napier Park Financial 

Partners real assets platform and as board director of N.A. Corporation, a bank holding company. 

Additionally, he has served as president and board director of CFA Institute – Iowa. Mr. Fossell 

earned his BA from Gustavus Adolphus College and MBA from the University of Minnesota Carlson 

School of Management. Jeff and his wife Janet have been married for over 20 years and have two 

daughters. 
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Peter Gailliot, Managing Director, is the Global CIO of the Financial Institutions Group (FIG) and Head of Fixed 

Income FIG Portfolio Management.  He is responsible for portfolio performance, strategic positioning, and 

customized solution creation across the full FIG platform at BlackRock. Prior to his current role, Mr. Gailliot 

was Head of US Fixed Income for FIG within BlackRock's Global Fixed Income team.  In this role he was 

responsible for setting the group's Multi-Sector Total Return strategies, as well as managing client portfolios 

as a Senior Portfolio Manager.  Mr. Gailliot joined BlackRock in 2004 in the Institutional Client Business Group 

and was responsible for developing and maintaining relationships with insurance and other taxable clients. 

Mr. Gailliot began his career in 2002 as an Internal Wholesaler on the AXA Distributors Annuity Sales Desk at 

AXA Financial. Mr. Gailliot earned a BA degree in economics from Duke University in 2002. 

 

(William) Charlie Happel is Chief Investment Officer of FBL Financial Group. He joined the company in 

1984 as a Farm Bureau Financial Services agent, moving to the corporate office in 1986. Over the 

next 15 years, he held various positions in investments, including securities analyst and portfolio 

manager. Happel became securities vice president in 2001, vice president - investments in August 

2008, and was named chief investment officer in September 2009. Happel is a graduate of the 

University of Northern Iowa and earned an MBA from Drake University. He is a Chartered Financial 

Analyst (CFA) Charterholder and holds a number of industry designations, including CFP, FLMI, ChFC, 

CLU, and CPCU. He is also a member of the CFA Institute and the CFA Society of Iowa.  

 

Mike Huff  

 

 

Amy E. Judd is a Senior Vice President and both a Portfolio Manager, with a specific focus on 

managing assets on behalf of insurance companies, and the Director of Private Placements. Prior to 

her current roles, she was the director of North American Investment-Grade Credit Research. In 

addition to Judd’s having overseen that group, her coverage included the energy (independent, 

integrated, oil services and refining), paper and forest products, packaging, metals and mining, 

chemicals, aerospace & defense, and pipelines sectors. Before joining AB in 2000, she worked for 

J.P. Morgan as a sell-side analyst, covering investment-grade companies worldwide in the consumer 

products (consumer, food and beverage), healthcare and pharmaceuticals, packaging, paper and 

forest products, retail, and supermarket sectors. Judd has been ranked four times on Institutional 

Investor’s All-America Fixed-Income Research Team for her coverage of the consumer products 

sector. She holds a BA in economics from Dickinson College and an MBA from New York University’s 

Leonard N. Stern School of Business. Judd is on the board of directors for the Private Placement 

Investors Association, on the Investment Policy Group for Sustainable Global Thematic Credit and on 

the Women’s Leadership Council at AB. Location: New York. 

 

Scott Hibbs is vice president and chief investment officer for Standard Insurance Company. Hibbs 

has responsibility for the company’s investment management division, which includes StanCorp 

Mortgage Investors, StanCorp Real Estate, the fixed income unit and the company’s Retirement Plan 

and Individual Annuities businesses. Scott joined The Standard in 2000 as assistant vice president 

of Investor Relations and Financial Planning. He has also held numerous senior positions in the 

Asset Management and Insurance Services groups of The Standard. Before joining The Standard, 

Hibbs was director of Investor Relations and Financial Reporting at Flir Systems and director of 
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Investor Relations at PacifiCorp. Hibbs was also a senior accountant at Deloitte. He is a graduate of 

Oregon State University where he holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration. 

Hibbs serves on the Retirement Plans Committee of the American Council of Life Insurers and is a 

member of the board of directors of Greater Portland, Inc. 

Pradeep Killamsetty is a Managing Director in John Hancock’s Power and Infrastructure Group. He 

joined Hancock in 2012 and is responsible for origination and execution of debt and equity 

investments in the power, utility and infrastructure sectors. He currently manages over $5 billion of 

the team’s Portfolio. Over the last five years with Hancock, Pradeep has led investments in public/ 

private/ project finance debt, and infrastructure equity of over $3 billion. Pradeep has worked in the 

power sector since 2006, as an investor, developer, and as a financial advisor to power 

companies.  After graduating from business school in 2006, he joined Credit Suisse's power & utilities 

investment banking group. At Credit Suisse, he was involved in M&A advisory and financing 

assignments for various power sector clients. After Credit Suisse, he joined Competitive Power 

Ventures where he helped develop and finance about 1,000MW of gas fired and renewable power 

projects. Pradeep holds an MBA from University of North Carolina and an M.S in Mechanical 

Engineering from University of Alabama. (no Photo)  

Jared Klyman is head of the Insurance Strategy team in North America, Australia and Japan, 

responsible for setting portfolio strategy for Global Insurance Asset Management clients. He is also 

responsible for providing client solutions, such as strategic asset allocation, asset-liability 

management, capital efficiency and variable annuity fund design. Jared joined Goldman Sachs in 

2011 as an associate and was named managing director in 2015.  Prior to joining the firm, Jared 

worked as a consulting actuary in advisory and audit for Ernst & Young. Before that, he was a pricing 

actuary at Cigna.  Jared earned a BS in Mathematics and Economics, summa cum laude, from Duke 

University and a PhD in Operations Research and Financial Engineering from Princeton University, 

and was awarded a James C.  Hickman scholarship for academic research. He is a fellow of the 

Society of Actuaries  

Ho-Young Lee is a managing director and Head of Credit for Nuveen Private Placements. Mr. Lee is 

responsible for the management of the investment grade private placements portfolio. He joined the 

firm in 1992 and had held several roles, including: private placement originations, private equity 

portfolio management, portfolio research, workouts and distressed debt, where he participated in 

several high-profile cross border restructurings, and International Public & Private Bonds. Mr. Lee 

holds a B.S. in Finance from New York University’s Stern School of Business and an M.B.A. in 

Accounting from St. John’s University. 

 

Jason Manske (Cancel)  

 

 

 

Carmi Margalit is a Senior Director in S&P Global Ratings’ US &amp; Canada Financial Services 

Ratings group and is the Analytical Manager for the Life and Health Insurance segment. This team is 

responsible for analyzing over 100 life and health insurance groups in the U.S. and Canada; 

maintaining analytical quality and global comparability; advancing ratings criteria development; and 

providing industry commentary and outlooks. Prior to this position Carmi served as the primary 

analyst for a large portfolio of life insurance companies and was an active member of S&P Global’s 
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Insurance Criteria Committee. He has also worked in the Structured Finance group, where he 

covered non-traditional and/or unique asset backed securities as well as a wide array of more 

traditional securitizations. Prior to joining S&P Global Ratings, Carmi spent several years in the New 

Media/Internet industry in various analytic and management positions. Carmi holds an M.B.A. from 

Columbia Business School and a B.A. in industrial engineering from Tel Aviv University. 

 

Tod Nasser oversees Pacific Life’s general account portfolios and advises Pacific Life’s product 

divisions and subsidiaries on product design, investment opportunities, and hedging strategies. Mr. 

Nasser joined Pacific Life in 1991. In 2004, he was named chief derivatives officer with 

responsibility for managing and coordinating all aspects of the use of derivatives at Pacific Life. He 

was promoted to senior vice president, Investment Management in 2008. He serves on Pacific Life’s 

Management Investment Committee and Enterprise Risk Committee. Mr. Nasser currently serves as 

Chair of the ACLI Life Insurance Investments Committee. 

 

Michael Odell 

 

 

William Pappas is the Managing Director of Prudential Private Capital’s Lease and Infrastructure 

Finance units and oversees the private placement activity in non-energy infrastructure debt and 

lease-related debt, with a focus on North America, Europe and Australia. He joined Prudential in 

1987. Bill received a BS from Rutgers University and an MBA from the Rutgers University Business 

School. He is a member of the Advisory Board for the Cornell University Program in Infrastructure 

Policy and is also an advisor to the faculty of the Rutgers University Business School. 

 

Mark Prindiville is Senior Vice President of Data, Discovery and Decision Science for The Allstate 

Corporation.  Within Allstate’s Data, Discovery and Decision Science (D3) organization, Mark leads 

the business-facing analytics function. His team is responsible for delivering near- and long-term 

value with analytics and driving alignment between business units and D3 to bring solutions into 

market. Mark began his Allstate career in 1996 as a quantitative analyst in the Risk Management 

Group at Allstate Investments, the investment management subsidiary of The Allstate Corporation. 

Since then, he has assumed leadership roles of increasing responsibility spanning Allstate’s portfolio 

and investment risk management functions. Prior to joining D3, Mark served as senior vice president 

and chief risk officer for Allstate Investments. In this role, his team was responsible for portfolio risk 

management and performance measurement, as well as quantitative research and the development 

of analytical tools and processes to support investment decisions.  Mark holds a doctorate in 

operations research from Stanford University and bachelor’s degrees in economics and engineering 

from the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Jeanne Russo is a Senior Trader and Risk Manager in the Capital Markets Group within Milliman 

Financial Risk Management LLC.  In this role, she manages several hedging programs for U.S. and 

international clients, executing derivative transactions in equity, currency, and interest rate products 

in global markets. She is also the co-leader of Milliman’s LIBOR transition research project and 

contributor to the Milliman Derivatives Survey, a global survey of insurance company usage of 
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derivatives for risk management. Milliman’s FRM practice provides investment advisory, hedging, 

and consulting services for interest rate, equity, foreign exchange and other market risks, for 

insurance companies, pensions, endowments, and funds for $141 billion in global assets as of 

December 2018, providing customized derivatives overlays, dynamic hedging strategies, and 

proprietary Managed Risk strategies. Jeanne has more than 15 years of experience in the capital 

markets.  Prior to joining Milliman, Jeanne was a derivatives portfolio manager and trader at UBS 

Asset Management responsible for the design, construction and implementation of Liability Driven 

Investments (LDI) strategies across fixed income and equity portfolios.  Prior to UBS Asset 

Management, Jeanne worked in a variety of investment roles including portfolio and asset/liability 

management and market risk oversight on portfolios in excess of $700B at both Freddie Mac and 

Fannie Mae. (No photo)  

Mark Sandbulte joined FBL Financial Group in October of 2000. He is a 1998 graduate of Central 

College in Pella, IA, with a B.A. degree in Business Management He has received his Chartered 

Financial Analyst (CFA) designation and is a member of the CFA Society of Iowa.  Sandbulte received 

his MBA from the University of Iowa in the spring of 2008.  He is a Fellow, Life Management 

Institute.  Prior to joining FBL Financial Group, Sandbulte was employed by Wells Fargo as a 

Corporate Credit Analyst.  Sandbulte oversees the evaluation and implementation of the companies’ 

third-party investment management programs and investments in alternative assets.  He additionally 

employs high level skills in the analysis and development of asset allocation and portfolio 

optimization strategies for FBL Financial Group and its affiliates, various clients of FBL Investment 

Management Services and the FBL/IFBF pension plan. 

 

Phil Santner is the FSO (Financial Services Office) Financial Accounting and Advisory (FAAS) lead for the 

South.  Phil serves banking and insurance clients on complex US GAAP and IFRS accounting and financial 

reporting challenges.  Specifically, Phil specializes in financial instrument accounting issues with 

accounting change and process improvement as his focus areas. Phil has assisted over a dozen entities 

covering multiple sectors (primarily banking and insurance) with education, assessment and 

implementation of the new US GAAP “CECL” (Current Expected Credit Loss) standard since the standard 

was issued in June 2016. Phil has led projects since 2013 at EY as part of FAAS on restatement, IPO 

(Initial Public Offering), IFRS to US GAAP conversion, regulatory change, as well as controls and 

governance. Phil is also a frequent speaker on US GAAP and IFRS technical accounting issues and has led 

five EY accounting roundtables across the United States since 2018.  Phil assists multiple financial 

services clients on current technical US GAAP accounting matters with regards to Purchase Credit 

Impaired (PCI) loan guidance, Troubled Debt Restructurings (TDRs) and the allowance for loan loss.  Phil 

has also helped clients with developing qualitative allowance for loan loss governance and control 

framework. Phil began his career in Audit at EY and has also spent over five years working in the United 

States for a top 10 international bank that reports under both US GAAP and IFRS.  In his industry role, 

Phil held a number of positions at the bank including preparing for the Audit Committee the IFRS to US 

GAAP difference reconciliation report; responsibility for coordination of the loss reserve oversight 

documentation across the United States entities; and managing IFRS external reporting. 

 

Daniel Stier is a Managing Director in the Investment Strategy Department at Northwestern Mutual 

where his responsibilities include strategic asset allocation, relative asset allocation positioning, 

public equity portfolio management, evaluation of new investment strategies, and external asset 

manager relationships for the general account and retirement plan portfolios. Mr. Stier joined 



 

8 | P a g e  

 

Northwestern Mutual in 2006 and has held a variety of roles involving quantitative portfolio analytics 

and multi-asset class portfolio management.  Mr. Stier received a B.S. degree with honors from the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in Actuarial Science and Finance.  Mr. Stier became an 

Associate of the Society of Actuaries (ASA) in 2007 and earned the right to use the Chartered 

Financial Analyst (CFA) designation in 2010. 

 

Alex Strickler 

 

 

 

Anne Walsh joined Guggenheim in 2007, and in her role as Chief Investment Officer - Fixed Income 

is head of the Portfolio Construction Group and Portfolio Management. She oversees more than 

$185 billion in fixed income investments including Agencies, Credit, Municipals, and Structured 

Securities. She is responsible for portfolio design, strategy, sector allocation and risk management, 

as well as conveying Guggenheim’s macroeconomic outlook to Portfolio Managers and fixed income 

Sector Specialists. Ms. Walsh specializes in liability-driven portfolio management. With more than 30 

years in the investment management industry, Ms. Walsh is well suited to understanding and 

addressing the needs of clients.  Prior to joining Guggenheim, Ms. Walsh served as Chief Investment 

Officer at Reinsurance Group of America, Incorporated, a recognized leader in the global life 

reinsurance industry. Prior to joining RGA in 2000, Ms. Walsh served as Vice President and Senior 

Investment Consultant for Zurich Scudder Investments. Earlier, she held roles at Lincoln Investment 

Management and American Bankers Insurance Group. Ms. Walsh holds a B.S.B.A. and M.B.A. from 

Auburn University and a J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law. She has earned the right to 

use the Chartered Financial Analyst® designation and is a member of the CFA Institute. 

 

Carl Wilkerson is Vice President and Chief Counsel-Securities at American Council of Life Insurers 

(ACLI).  Carl Wilkerson principally addresses financial service institution regulation that has an 

impact on life insurance companies. He works closely with the various securities, derivatives, market 

conduct, investments, pensions, and anti-money laundering committees of the ACLI in developing 

regulatory solutions, and in addressing legislative and administrative actions. He previously led 

ACLI’s amicus litigation function addressing issues with industry-wide implications.  

Mr. Wilkerson led ACLI in Dodd-Frank Act reform on derivatives regulation, the broker-dealer 

standard of care, investment adviser self-regulation, and in numerous subsequent rulemakings 

implementing the Act. He developed strategies to address DOL’s 2015 fiduciary rule. Mr. Wilkerson 

worked closely with the Department of Treasury to establish anti-money laundering regulations for 

life insurers. He shaped the Uniform Securities Act of 2002 to obtain statutory exclusions for all 

insurance products.  Mr. Wilkerson helped develop the original SEC streamlined disclosure forms 

uniquely designed for variable life insurance and variable annuities. Prior to joining the ACLI, he was 

a staff attorney at the United States Securities and Exchange Commission in the Division of 

Investment Management.  Responsibilities at the SEC involved the regulation of investment 

companies and investment advisers under the federal securities laws. Mr. Wilkerson graduated 

magna cum laude from the University of Maryland with a B.S. degree in Finance. He earned a 

masters in law (LLM) at the Georgetown University Law Center in the securities regulation discipline, 

and his J.D. degree from Catholic University Law School, where he was a member of the Law Review.  
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Mr. Wilkerson regularly contributes to legal seminars sponsored by ALI-CLE, Practicing Law Institute, 

and the Association of Life Insurance Counsel. Selected publications include: When Worlds Collide: 

Securities Regulation and Equity Product Distribution By Life Insurance Companies; 26 Tort And 

Insurance Law Journal 497 (1991)[link]; Hedging the Value of Collective Assets: Financial Institutions 

Excluded From Regulation as Commodity Pool Operators Under the Commodity Exchange Act; 42 

Washington and Lee Law Review 769 (1985) [link]; Covering All the Bases: An Integrated Approach 

to Suitability Regulation, Association of Life Insurance Counsel Proceedings (2002) [link]; and 

Shifting Legal Sands: Growing Pressure on Early Cooperation, Settlement and Waiver in SEC 

Enforcement Actions, Association of Life Insurance Counsel Proceedings (2005) [link]. 

 

Brittany Williams is a Manager of Accounting Policy at Voya Financial, Inc., where she focuses on the 

impact of accounting standards on the Company, establishes policy, and evaluates the accounting 

implications of transactions with a concentration on Investment and Treasury business areas. During 

her career, Brittany has led accounting implementation projects, drafted comment letters to 

standard setters, and acquired technical expertise in the areas of financial instruments, 

consolidation, impairment, revenue recognition, and debt issuances among other areas. She has 

actively participated in various ACLI committees and other industry trade associations over the years 

and presented to FASB and IASB Staff and IASB Members on the impact of the Financial Instruments 

Projects to the life insurance industry. With over 14 years of experience in accounting, Brittany began 

her career in public accounting at KPMG and continued building her expertise in the real estate and 

financial services industries. Brittany earned a B.S. in Accounting and a B.S. in Finance from Florida 

State University, and she is a Certified Public Accountant and member of the American Institute of 

CPAs. 

 

Joe Young  

 

 

 

Mark M. Yu (CFA, FSA, FRM, MAAA) is an Enterprise Capital Return & Risk Management Professional 

at NEAM, Inc. focusing on the capital management and corporate development activities for U.S. 

insurance companies. He joined the Firm in 2012 having been a Senior Risk Manager within the 

Governance and Strategy team at AIG Enterprise Risk Management. Prior to working at AIG ERM, he 

was a Senior Vice President and Treasury Director within the Group’s Capital Management division of 

Swiss Re. Mark holds a Bachelor of Arts from National Tsing Hua University in Taiwan, an M.S. from 

the University of Iowa, is a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries, a CFA Charterholder, a Financial Risk 

Manager, and is a Member of the American Academy of Actuaries. He has been employed in the 

insurance or investment industry since 1999.  

David Zervos is currently Chief Market Strategist for Jefferies LLC and Chief Investment Officer for 

the Global Macro Division of Jefferies Investment Advisers, LLC (“JIA”). David joined Jefferies in 2010 

after spending 2009 as a visiting advisor at the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System in 

Washington, D.C. Prior to visiting the Federal Reserve, he held a variety of research, sales and 

trading positions in the private sector, most recently managing global macro portfolios for Brevan 

Howard and UBS O’Connor. He began his career as an economist at the Federal Reserve Board in 
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the early 1990’s. He received a B.Sc. from Washington University, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in 

economics from the University of Rochester. 


